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of home fires and encourage the actions that
may be taken to prevent them. I urge all
Americans to learn more about fire preven-
tion and to take steps to better ensure the
safety of our homes, places of work, and
other public structures.

During this year’s observance, I also call
on Americans to join me in expressing appre-
ciation for the devotion and dedication of our
Nation’s firefighters and other emergency re-
sponse personnel. These brave men and
women provide the first line of emergency
response to a multitude of disasters and risk
their own security and well-being to save the
lives of others. As recent events in our Nation
have demonstrated, these fine Americans
truly exemplify selfless service and heroism.
They serve to make our towns, cities, and
communities safer places for all.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 7
through October 13, 2001, as Fire Prevention
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate
programs and activities and to renew efforts
to prevent fires and their tragic con-
sequences for human health and safety.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:11 p.m., October 9, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 10. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7481—German-
American Day, 2001
October 5, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, on October 6, we recognize

German Americans for their many contribu-
tions to our Nation. From the first German
immigrants who accompanied Captain John
Smith to Jamestown more than 300 years ago
to the more than 7 million Germans who
have since followed them to our shores,
Americans of German descent have played
a vital role in establishing the strength of our
country’s democratic spirit. Throughout our
history, German Americans have contributed
to every facet of the American experience.

German-American soldiers valiantly
served our country during the American Rev-
olution. General Frederick Wilhelm von
Steuben helped train the Continental Army
at Valley Forge; and General Nicholas Her-
kimer led German settlers in New York’s
Mohawk Valley in one of the war’s bloodiest
battles. German Americans also have influ-
enced greatly our artistic heritage. Emanuel
Leutze’s 1851 painting, ‘‘Washington Cross-
ing the Delaware River,’’ remains a cherished
and recognized symbol of American courage
and determination.

German Americans advanced our civic lib-
erties through their strong support for free-
dom of the press. As publisher of the New
York Weekly Journal, John Peter Zenger
championed the rights of citizens to criticize
elected officials in print. The German-lan-
guage newspaper Pennsylvania Staatsbote
published the first printed copy of the Dec-
laration of Independence. And in directing
The New York Times through modernization
in the early 20th century, Adolph Ochs
helped set a new standard for balanced and
innovative reporting.

Many German Americans who settled here
brought with them values that enhanced and
developed the American commitment to
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freedom. A considerable number of these
immigrants joined other freedom loving
Americans in becoming leaders in the anti-
slavery movement. And thousands of Ger-
man Americans volunteered to fight for the
Union in the Civil War.

On this day, Americans of all backgrounds
commemorate our Nation’s close relation-
ship with Germany. German Americans have
influenced our history, strengthened our
ideals, and enriched our culture, and, in the
years ahead, they will continue their noble
role in helping to ensure the vitality of our
democracy.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2001,
as German-American Day. I encourage all
Americans to recognize the contributions of
our citizens of German descent to the liberty
and prosperity of the United States, and to
celebrate our close ties to the people of Ger-
many.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:11 p.m., October 9, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 10. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Partnership for Peace
October 5, 2001

Dear lllll :
Pursuant to section 514 of the Foreign Re-

lations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994
and 1995 (Public Law 103–236), and section
205 of the NATO Participation Act of 1994
(title II of Public Law 103–447), I hereby
transmit to you this report concerning Part-

nership for Peace (PFP) developments
through July 15, 2001.

The PFP continues to build on the record
of success it has compiled since its inception
in 1994. Partners have continued to use the
PFP actively and effectively to build stronger
ties with the Alliance and develop closer co-
operation with their neighbors. The PFP and
its political component, the Euro-Atlantic
Partnership Council (EAPC), have greatly fa-
cilitated the incorporation of Partners into
NATO operations in Bosnia and Kosovo. The
PFP support of the Membership Action Plan,
initiated in 1999, continues to help those
partners that want to join NATO to imple-
ment reforms. Continued enhancements to
PFP have provided an improved mechanism
for Partners to develop interoperability with
NATO, which will be necessary for future
NATO-led Alliance/Partner missions.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to Joseph R. Biden, Jr.,
chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; and
Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, rank-
ing member, House Committee on International
Relations. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 6, 2001

Good morning. Today I want to update
Americans on our global campaign against
terror. The United States is presenting a
clear choice to every nation: Stand with the
civilized world, or stand with the terrorists.
And for those nations that stand with the ter-
rorists, there will be a heavy price.

America is determined to oppose the state
sponsors of terror. Yet we are equally deter-
mined to respect and help the men and
women those regimes oppress. Our enemy
is not the Arab world. Many friendly Arab
governments are, themselves, the targets of
extremist terror. Our enemy is not Islam, a
good and peace-loving faith that brings direc-
tion and comfort to over one billion people,
including millions of Americans. And our
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